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FREQUENTLY 
ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

 

What is 1:1? 

1:1 (or 'one-to-one') is a term used 
to describe an ownership model 
where students use their privately 
owned devices to access the 
school's IT systems. At WESS the 
device will be an iPad. 

 
How will this pilot work? 

Students in the pilot will use their 
own iPad to access new ways 
of learning, specific to them. 
Teachers will develop individual 
capability, and will be supported 
with professional learning, to best 
meet the needs of individual 
learners. 

 
For what kind of things will 
students be using devices? 

WESS students already use 
iPads for a variety of learning 
opportunities, and as a way to 
connect with classmates. 

Gumdale State School and Mabel 
Park State School have created 
videos about their iPad programs. 

How much will it cost? 

We believe that a budget of 
$700 will cover the required 
iPad, peripherals (such as case, 
screen protector and stylus) and a 
selection of apps. You will need 
to consider the cost of insurance 
(organised by you). 

 
What if our family can't 
afford it? 

Loan iPads are not available. If you 
are unable to afford an iPad and 
would like your child to be part 
of the pilot, contact the school on 
1to1@westendss.eq.edu.au. 

 
Will my child be 
disadvantaged if we don't 
take part? 

No. Teachers will continue to access 
school iPads for students outside 
the pilot. 

 
Can we use a device we 
already own? 

Students in the pilot will require an 
iPad capable of running the latest 
operating system (iPadOS 15) and 
school-required apps. 

If you are purchasing a device, we 
recommend that you purchase the 
latest model, 2021 iPad 9th Gen 
(64GB minimum which is standard). 

Plus: Case, Headphones 

Optional: Screen Protector, iPad 
pencil/Logitech crayon, Keyboard 

Note that iPad 7 or 8 would be 
acceptable. 

Are devices kept at home 
or school? 

Students will take their iPad home 
each afternoon, and charge it ready 
for the following school day. 

Students will have their device 
secured in their classroom during 
all lunch breaks and will not have 
access to them during this time. 

 
If they forget their device at 
home, how will they learn 
at school without it? 

Students who forget their device 
at home will still learn in the 
classroom. However, they may 
need to catch up on any work 
where their iPad was integral to 
learning that day. 

 
Who is responsible for 
insurance? 

We strongly recommend that all 
personal electronic devices are 
insured against accidental damage 
on and off the school grounds, loss 
and theft. You can either: 
• include the iPad on your 

personal or home contents 
insurance 

• contact an insurer that covers 
student device products 

• 2 Year Apple Care. 

 
What if another child breaks 
my child's device? 

The WESS Student Code of 
Conduct processes will be 
followed in this instance. 



 

 

I'm worried about screen 
time. How many hours will 
my child be using a device? 

At WESS, learning is at the 
forefront of the school day, 
whether it be via pencil and paper, 
or through screen time. While exact 
screen time hours will not be 
allocated, the device will only be 
used for learning where students 
are working critically, creatively 
and collaboratively. 

When at home, there may be 
device-based homework; any 
further screen time will be up to 
the discretion of the parent/carer. 

 
Is it a good idea for 
primary-school students to 
use devices for learning? 
Are they too young? 

Students are not too young to 
use devices for learning, and the 
Queensland Government has 
a one-to-one framework. The 
iPad is a tool which can leverage 
innovation, decision making, 
problem-solving, metacognition, 
collaboration and growth mindset. 
These are essential skills we want 
for our students, to be equipped for 
this rapidly changing world. 

Who will monitor student 
cybersafety? 

Students will be required to 
comply with the Student 
Participation Agreement and the 
Student Code of Conduct. 

WESS has a web filtering system 
to keep students safe while 
at school. 

WESS will provide advice for 
online safety at home in the 
Parents/Carers, Students and 
Teachers document which will be 
provided to families in the pilot. 
The teachers and IT Tech can assist 
with concerns. 

 
I am not technologically 
savvy. How will I be able to 
help my child? 

WESS will run parent/carer 
workshops as required, and 
provide a YouTube video playlist 
with helpful tips. 

Apple Support can help with iPad 
set-up and use, available online or 
on 1300 321 456. 

After the pilot, is the plan 
that all students be doing 
this, or will there always be 
a choice? 

Yes, we anticipate that this trial 
will produce a successful 1:1 iPad 
environment for most year levels. 

 
How will the pilot's success 
be measured? 

We are setting out to measure 
the whole child: 

• academic excellence 

• partnerships between home 
and school 

• early assessment and 
intervention 

• safe learning environments 

Ultimately, our goal is to see an 
increase in student self-efficacy 
and engagement, as well as 
improved student outcomes. 

We're really excited! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  


